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West. It is evident from their expressions in council
that the key-note of their contentions against removal
was that the Moultrie treaty had not expired. Instead
of humoring them by allowing them to remain in Flor-
ida seven years longer and rigidly protecting them
in the meantime. against aggressions by the whites, our
government insisted on immediate removal according
to the Payne’s Landing and Fort Gibson treaties, and
this brought on the Seminole seven-years’ war, the
longest and most disastrous Indian war in the his-
tory of the United States. The war actually com-
menced on December 28, 1835, when Osceola killed
General Thompson at Fort King, and on the same day
Major Dade’s battalion was annihilated (near Bush-
nell, Sumter County) by the Indians under Micanopy,
Jumper and Alligator.
T. FREDERICK DAVIS
LETTER OF COLONEL JAMES GADSDEN
(The News, St. Augustine, July 13, 1839)
Suwannee Springs, Columbia Co.
July 3, 1839
To D. W. WHITEHURST, ESQ.
Editor of “The News:”
SIR: A late number of your paper contains a Pre-
sentment of the Grand Jury of Alachua and Colum-
bia counties, on the subject of our Indian relations.
Ever since the commencement of the Seminole war,
as mysterious in its origin, as it has been extraordi-
nary in its duration, it has pleased those who have
speculated on the subject, to ascribe the causes of the
difficulties to some imagined advantage taken of
the Indians at the Treaty of Payne’s Landing. I have
not deemed it necessary to notice all the anonymous
publications which, from time to time, have appeared
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in print on this subject. When, however, a member
of Congress in his seat, undertook to make the charge,
I felt called upon to respond, and I have trusted in a
manner, not only to satisfy the community at large,
if they had been misled, but to remove all doubts from
the mind of that Honorable Gentleman. Though the
Grand Jury have not reiterated the charge, they still
make such a reference to it as to leave the impression
on the public mind, that some unfairness may have
been practiced on the Seminole at Payne’s Landing.
It is true, the allusion to such a possible fact, is quali-
fied by the remark that it is of no importance, as it
does not affect the policy which has been pursued by
the General Government in relation to the Indians in
Florida ; the whole of which, it is the object of that
very respectable body to present and condemn.
The object of the negotiation at Payne’s Landing
was to undo what had been done ; and which was the
subject of reprehension in the aforesaid presentment.
It was, if possible, to remove the Seminoles to the
West, and thus to quiet all well-founded apprehensions
as to the injurious effects on our interests and secur-
ity, their location on the Peninsular was calculated to
produce. A measure so pacific having in view the
good of Florida, as well as that of the Indians, (as
will be made more apparent hereafter) did not re-
quire a resort to deception, or to the application of
any other means to secure their assent, than those
which would leave strongly impressed on the minds .
of the red men, the perfect good faith and benevolent
intentions of the General Government towards them.
In order, however, justly to comprehend our affairs
with the Seminoles, the Treaties which have been
made with them, and the probable causes of the diffi-
culties in which we are now involved, it will be neces-
sary to recur back to the first negotiation held at
Camp Moultrie, and to the events which followed in
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the train of that, as well as the subsequent arrange-
ment at Payne’s Landing.
The Commissioners entrusted with the earliest ne-
gotiation, were instructed to concentrate the Indians,
then scattered under various bands and tribes over
the whole face of Florida, and to locate them as far
South as possible on the Peninsular. The Commis-
sioners, in common with the whole community, were
ignorant at the time of the character and topography
of the interior of Eastern Florida, which had been but
partially explored, and was little known ; and although
they used all due diligence, before the Indians could
assemble in Council, to acquire some knowledge of
the country, they had to commence their negotiations
under such imperfect representations as to leave them
much in doubt how to proceed. True to their instruc-
tions, they commenced with a proposition to assign to
the Indians a location South of Charlotte Harbor; but
this was received with such decided hostility, as very
nearly to jeopardize the success of any arrangement
with them. The red men represented that country, for
which they are now contending with such obstinacy,
as unfit for the habitation of the human species; that
even the savage could not obtain subsistence from it;
and while they appealed to the humanity of the Ameri-
can Government, they distinctly avowed that the bay-
onet could not drive them into a region from which,
it seems even the bayonet and rifle cannot now expel
them. The Commissioners were softened by the ap-
peal to the magnanimity of their Government; and
after various consultations, and under every desire
of securing their comfort, without jeopardizing to too
great an extent the interests of Florida, a location was
assigned to the Indians, corresponding somewhat
North with the limit of the Withlacoochee. Even this
arrangement, however, could not be effected without
a condition, annexed, that Florida should be examined
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by a Commissioner to be appointed by the President
of the United States; and that if after such an exam-
ination, the country assigned by the Treaty should be
found inadequate to the support of the Seminole, that
the line should be then extended so as to embrace a
sufficient quantity of good land. As the Commissioner
appointed on the occasion, and after a most thorough
exploration of the whole district between the Withla-
coochee and Charlotte Harbor, I came to the convic-
tion, confirmed by subsequent observation, that the
limit designated in the Treaty was equal to the sup-
port of a population four times as great as that which
the Seminoles were reported to possess. As the North
boundary, however, split the settlement of Setarky, 
then a chief of some influence, I extended it five miles,
so as not to incommode him and his warriors by a re-
moval. The duty performed, my report was made to the
then President of the United States and approved. His
successor, however, Mr. Adams, coming soon after-
wards into power, was influenced by representations
from the Indians, of injustice done them; my decision
was reversed, and a line ordered to be run, greatly ex-
tending the Indian boundaries North, and locating them
in the vicinity and on the very Southern border (the
very measure which the Commissioners wished to
avoid) of the thriving and then increasing settlements
of Alachua. I declined as Commissioner running such
a line, and the duty devolved on, and was performed
by, Major Coffee. The General Government thus false-
ly and unfavorably impressed as to the character of
the country in which the Indians were located, the
more readily yielded to the impulses of humanity, and
for several years in succession, responded to petitions
from them, to be fed, as their country could not do it.
The appropriations by Congress, and particularly dur-
ing the administration of Mr. Adams, will exhibit the
amounts from time to time, expended to sustain the
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half famished Seminoles, in that land of “mosquitos,
alligators and snakes :” and so insufficient for their
support; but recently endeared to them as “embosom-
ing the bones of their ancestors,” and from which they
cannot be expelled by any “mandate short of that from
the Great Spirit !” It was with one of these feeling
appeals to the magnanimity of the United States, to
come again to the rescue of the famished Seminoles,
that I, as Commissioner, approached them with a
proposition to abandon a country which had proven
so sterile, and to accept in exchange Lands in the far
West, more congenial to their habits and wants, and
where the Government of the United States could
more certainly extend protection to them. There could
have been no motive in this case, if there had been a
disposition, to have acted with unfairness towards
them. The occasion did not require it; policy con-
demned it; for in proportion to the good faith and
candor with which you act towards an Indian, will be
your influence with him ; and the greater the proba-
bility of success of any arrangement you wish to ef-
fect. The Council was held in public. The Council
House was open to all; and the talks between the Com-
missioners and the Chiefs selected to respond, were
made in the presence of white and of red men indis-
criminately. To prevent mistake or any possible
charge of misunderstanding from misrepresentation,
the Indians were permitted and requested to desig-
nate their own Interpreter. Abraham was selected by
Micanope, as a servant in whom he reposed unbound-
ed confidence ; and his name appears on record as one
of the individuals who interpreted for the respective
parties.
The truth, the whole truth, without disguise, was
told them :-That the General Government could not
and would not continue annually to feed them-that
if their country was, in their opinion, inadequate to
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their maintenance, it was to their interest to migrate
to a better, which the General Government would ex-
change with them in the West. In addition the diffi-
culties into which they might get, (like the Creeks and
Cherokees,) when Florida became a State, was for-
cibly impressed upon them. They were strongly ad-
vised to migrate while they could, and secure for them-
selves a country in the West, in which the Government
of the United States could protect them. The simple
appeal prevailed. There was but one difficulty which
interposed-Florida, as bad as they admitted it to be,
they knew. They had not, however, seen that to which
it was proposed to remove them, and furthermore it
had been represented to be cold, destitute of forest,
and already peopled by savages hostile to those who
resided East of the Mississippi. To remove all objec-
tions on this point, and to continue the manifestation
of the perfect good faith with which I was sent to
treat with them, a preliminary arrangement was en-
tered into by which the Seminoles were to select seven
of their confidential chiefs to go west, examine the
country, and return with their reports ; and if it
should correspond with the representations made by
the Commissioner, the Treaty concluded with him was
to be binding, otherwise cancelled. The chiefs went in
good faith, examined, and were satisfied. It is not
to be doubted that had they been permitted to return
and make their report in Council before the same Com-
missioners, the Seminoles would have ratified and ful-
filled all the stipulations of Payne’s Landing. Unfor-
tunately the fatal mistake was made, of meeting the
deputation in the West with other commissioners.
There the Treaty was ratified by the chiefs instead of
by the nation at home. This, as ought to have been
expected, created distrust among the warriors. The
discontented seized the occasion to convert it to their
advantage. John Hext, the then master spirit of the
6
Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 7 [1928], No. 4, Art. 6
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol7/iss4/6
356
Seminoles, and the openly avowed friend of emigra-
tion, suddenly died ; Charley Emathla, the next friend-
ly chief most to be relied on, fell under the assassin’s
tomahawk ; the spirit of hostility Was awakened, and
the agent soon became a victim to his own mistaken
confidence.
Deeply convinced that the great fault lay in the
ratification of the Treaty by the deputation of the
chiefs, and not by the nation, and by other commis-
sioners in the West instead of the one who had nego-
tiated the original, I early communicated my views to
the agents as well as to the then President of the
United States [Andrew Jackson]. But with him other
influences prevailed, and a spirit of speculation
having insinuated itself in the after attempts to exe-
cute the Treaty, distrust continued, disaffection was
extended, and the white and the red men were unavoid-
ably involved in a contest, not yet terminated ; and the
injurious effects of which must be long felt on the in-
terests and prosperity of the Territory.
I have been very reluctantly forced on this occa-
sion before the public, but as our Indian difficulties
are the continued theme of general discussion, I am
willing that my agency in them be charged with no
more responsibility than they justly merit.
JAMES GADSDEN
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